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marks was selected in his place, often only
after a long search. His birthday was an-
nually celebrated, and his death was followed
by a season of public mourning.
APOCALYPSE, a pokfa lips, the name fre-
quently given to the last book of the New
Testament, in the English version called the
Eevelalion of Saint John the Divine. It is
generally believed that the Apocalypse was
written by the apostle John in his old age
(a. d. 95-97), in the Isle of Patmos, whitlier
he had been banished by the Roman emperor
Domitian.
APOCRYPHA, a polcri fah, a term applied
in the earliest churches to various sacred or
professedly inspired writings. The term is
specially applied to the following books,
which were written during the two centuries
preceding the birth of Christ: The first and
second books of Esdras, Tobit, Judith, the
rest of the book of Esther, the Wisdom of
Solomon, the Wisdom of Jesus the son of
Sirach, or Eeclesiasticus, Barueh the Prophet,
the Song of the Three Children, Susanna
and the Elders, Bel and the Dragon, the
Prayer of Manasses and the first and second
books of Maccabees.
APOL'LO, son of Jupiter and Leto, and
twin brother of Diana. He slew the serpent
Python on the fifth day after his birth, and
afterward, with Diana, he killed the children
of Mobe. He ako destroyed the Cyclops,
because they forged the thunderbolts with
which Jupiter killed Aesculapius, Apollo's
son. Apollo was originally the sun god, and
in later times the view was almost universal
that Apollo and Helios were identical.
From being the god of light and purity in
a physical sense, lie gradually became the
god of spiritual light and purity and of
political progress. He came to be regarded
as the god of song and prophecy, the insti-
tutor and guardian of civil and political
order and the founder of cities. His worship
was introduced at Borne, probably in the
time of the Tarquins. Among the ancient
statues of Apollo that have come down to
us the most remarkable is the one called the
Apollo Belvedere, from the Belvedere Gal-
lery In the Vatican at Borne. A description
and illustration of this statue will be found
in the article sctopwhbu
AFOPLEXY, the sudden loss of con-
sciousness and voluntary motion caused by
pressure upon the brain resulting from con-
gestion or rupture of the Wood vessels in that
 organ. In a complete apoplexy the person
falls suddenly, is unable to move his limbs or
to speak, and gives no evidence of seeing,
hearing or feeling. His breathing is noisy,
much like that of a person in deep sleep.
Among the premonitory symptoms of this
disease are drowsiness, giddiness, dullness of
hearing, frequent yawning, disordered vision,
noise in the ears and vertigo. It is most fre-
quent between the ages of fifty and seventy.
People with large heads, short necks, full
chests and corpulent frames are generally
considered to be more liable to apoplexy than
persons of thin habit. Among the common
predisposing causes are lack of exercise,
worry, habitual indulgence of the temper and
passions, overeating, and indulgence in too
much meat, liquor or tobacco. More or less
complete recovery from a first and second
attack is common, but a third is almost in-
variably fatal.
APOSTLES, apos'7l2, twelve men whom
Jesus selected to attend Him during His
ministry and to promulgate His religion.
They were Simon Peter, and Andrew, his
brother; James, and John, his brother, sons
of Zebedeej Philip; Bartholomew; Thomas;
Matthew; James, the son of Alpheus;
Lebeus, his brother, called Judas; Simon, the
Canaanite, and Judas Iscariot. All were
laboring men except Matthew, who was a tax
collector. To these were subsequently added
Matthias (chosen by lot in place of Judas
Iscariot) and Paul. The Bible gives the
name of apostle to Barnabas also, who ac-
companied Paul on his missions (Acts XIV,
14). In a wider sense the term apostles is
applied to those preachers who first taught
Christianity in heathen countries; for ex-
ample, Saint Denis, the apostle of the Gauls;
Saint Boniface, the apostle of Germany;
Saint Augustine, the apostle of England. See
bible,
APOSTLES' GEBEB.   See creed.
APOSTOLIC SUCCESSION, the doc-
trine according to which "bishops, priests,
deacons and other similar officers of the
Church are believed to have received conse-
cration from those who trace their right back
to Christ's Apostles, in direct line of suc-
cession. This system is strictly observed by
the Roman Catholic, the Eastern and the
Anglican churches, which consider no minis-
ter legitimate unless he has been ordained by
a bishop claiming this succession from the
apostles. See bishop,

